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RINA expands Shanghai office and Chinese services

INTERNATIONAL classification society RINA has opened a major new office in Shanghai, China, and is set to expand activity and staffing there by over thirty per cent during 2008. The expanded office will house a Plan Approval Centre, intended to give rapid local service to Chinese shipyards, and also provide a base for RINA’s fast-growing certification activities in China. These include conformity assessment in the car and truck, machinery, food and textile businesses. During 2008 RINA will also open a survey office in Dalian and set up a Chinese Technical Advisory Committee to facilitate communication and interfacing with the Chinese maritime cluster.
RINA ceo Ugo Salerno says, “Our investment in China is a recognition of the importance of the Chinese shipbuilding market and its rapid growth, which requires close support from classification societies. We are also seeing increased demand for our verification services across a wide range of industries, and this expanded office will provide us the platform to meet that demand.”
Michele Francioni, Asian Regional Manager for RINA’s Marine Division says, “We have built up an expert Chinese staff here and this gives us an excellent base to serve Chinese needs, and also to cover East Asia. We will have a real Chinese office operating with autonomy and reacting quickly to local needs, yet adhering to the highest international standards.”
 RINA SpA is the operational company of Registro Italiano Navale, founded in Genoa in 1861, and is one of the oldest classification societies and one of the ten most important in the world. Throughout its history, RINA has progressively diversified its activities, transferring the skills acquired and consolidated in the marine industries to other sectors, covering quality, environmental and product management system certification, social accountability certification and advanced services for industry.

RINA has ninety offices in over thirty countries and employs around 1,000 exclusive personnel. Through its Marine Division RINA has a classed fleet of over 20 million GT, plus over 1,000 yachts and over 300 special units (military ships, coast guard, police and fire brigade craft). It is a world leader in passenger ship classification. 
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