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RINA secures new Condition-Based Maintenance agreements 
 
GENOA-based classification society RINA has teamed up with specialist 
certification services provider SPM Instrument SRL of Italy and the Italian 
Ship Research Centre CETENA to help cope with an increase in demand for 
Condition-Based Maintenance (CBM) programmes by RINA clients.  
 
Having issued new CBM rules and guidelines in 2008, RINA has introduced a 
number of new class notations this year for clients who implement RINA-
approved CBM programmes in respect of specific items of onboard machinery 
and equipment. These cover not only installations critical to ship safety and 
operation, such as propulsion, electrical plant and fire detection systems, but 
also other items such as cargo equipment and air-conditioning systems, which 
are essential to the safe and efficient operation of ships.  
 
Leading Italian tanker operator Finaval and international cruise specialist Costa 
Crociere are among those companies which have recently committed to 
implementing CBM programmes covering onboard machinery. SPM 
Instrument SRL has produced a programme in respect of rotating machinery on 
board the Finaval vessels Isola Bianca and Isola Blu and, in conjunction with 
CETENA, has done likewise on board the Costa Crociere cruiseship Costa 
Pacifica.  
 
Andrea Cogliolo, Manager of the Machinery Sector of RINA’s Marine 
Division, explains, “RINA recognises the need for clients to adopt effective 
systems, techniques and best practice in terms of Condition-Based 
Maintenance. CBM provides added value to shipowners by extending the 
traditional Planned Maintenance Scheme covering machinery to achieve the 
maximum flexibility whilst enhancing ship safety. This conforms to the 
concept of continuous improvement set out in ISO 9001 and in the Tanker 
Management Self Assessment (TMSA) guide for ship operators”. 
 
“CBM is based on techniques which have been widely used for some time in 
land-based industries, such as vibration monitoring and thermography. It offers 
a more flexible and improved approach to machinery maintenance as well as 
acting as an additional safety measure able to detect and correct incipient 
failures. We are greatly encouraged by the interest being shown in our CBM 
initiatives, and anticipate a continued growth in demand.” 
 
� SPM Instrument SRL is a sister company of SPM Instrument AB, a leading 
service provider in the land-based and offshore sectors. With representation in 
almost sixty countries throughout the world, SPM is headquartered in 
Strängnäs, Sweden. SPM provides all technical, support and training services 



for onboard CBM. It has developed a product range which includes portable 
instruments, online systems and accessories specifically suited for shock pulse 
and vibration monitoring of rotating machinery such as pumps, fans, turbo-
chargers, azipods, and electrical motors, to detect the likes of bearing failure, 
misalignment, and impeller, gear, and balance problems. SPM Instruments srl 
was the first company worldwide to have obtained, in October 2009, the RINA 
qualification as a CBM operator. 
 
�  CETENA SpA is a company of the FINCANTIERI Group dedicated to 
research and consultancy in the naval and maritime field. The company is 
involved in Italian and international research programs and provides technical 
support to shipbuilders, shipowners, ship suppliers on a number ship design 
and ship operations issues. Since the nineties, CETENA has been involved in 
ship monitoring and has developed different monitoring systems aimed at hull 
structural safety, comfort of passengers, energy savings, fuel consumption and 
emission tracking. These systems have been installed both on passenger and 
naval vessels. Concerning CBM, CETENA has undertaken both national and 
international research and consultancy work for the Italian Coast Guard and the 
Italian Navy 
 
 
z   RINA SpA is the operational company of Registro Italiano Navale, founded 
in Genoa in 1861, and is one of the oldest classification societies and one of the 
ten most important in the world. Throughout its history, RINA has 
progressively diversified its activities, transferring the skills acquired and 
consolidated in the marine industries to other sectors, covering quality, 
environmental and product management system certification, social 
accountability certification and advanced services for industry. 
 
z  RINA has seventy-two offices abroad in thirty-eight countries and forty 
exclusive offices in Italy and employs around 1,400 exclusive personnel. 
Through its Marine Division RINA has a classed fleet of over 3,765 ships 
totalling 25m gt, plus over 1,000 yachts and over 300 special units (military 
ships, coast guard, police and fire brigade craft).  
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