
RINA granted US Coast Guard US flag approval

Genoa, 7th July, 2011 -  based classification society RINA has been authorised by the U.S. Coast Guard to conduct plan review 

and approval and initial and subsequent surveys for U.S.-flagged cargo and passenger vessels. Under the agreement signed 

yesterday, RINA has received delegation for Load Line, SOLAS, MARPOL, ISM, and Tonnage survey and certification services.

The MOA delegating authority and establishing guidelines for co-operation between the USCG and RINA was signed at Coast 

Guard Headquarters in Washington yesterday, by Rear Admiral Paul F. Zukunft (Assistant Commandant for Marine Safety, Security 

and Stewardship) USCG and Ugo Salerno, CEO, RINA.

Ugo Salerno, CEO, RINA, says, “We appreciate the trust the USCG is putting in RINA, and we salute the good relations and mutual 

respect we have developed over twenty years. We have focused relentlessly on quality and that has paid off as we have topped the 

quality table for classification societies as measured by Port State Control performance.”

Rear Admiral Paul F. Zukunft, USCG, says, “The signing of this agreement is indicative of the trust and value the U.S. Coast Guard 

places in our partnerships that promote the safe and secure movement of shipping, people, and cargo across the vast maritime 

domain.”

RINA was the first international classification society to sign a co-operation agreement with the USCG for foreign-flag passenger 

ships using US ports, and since then has worked hard with the Coast Guard to ensure that US passengers sail on safe ships. 

Today this new agreement recognises the success of that agreement and makes RINA’s services available to the wider US shipping 

industry.
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Massimo Volta, General Manager, America, RINA, says, “Operators of US tonnage will now be able to benefit from the high 

levels of service on which RINA prides itself. We bring the full range of international classification services to the US market, 

we also bring a lot of expertise and experience, especially with specialised vessels. And we bring something extra, we bring a 

special attention to personal service.”

A photo of the signing is attached or available from john@merlinco.com

RINA: 150 years of service 

RINA is one of the oldest classification societies and certification companies in the world. Established in Genoa in1861 to 

serve the marine industry, today it spans the globe as a multinational and multi-faceted company, sharing its knowledge and 

experience through a wide range of services which help industries and the community to improve their businesses and quality 

of life. RINA’s services cover the environment, energy, transportation, logistics, safety, quality and social responsibility.        
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