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Siena, 16 June 2007

PRESS RELEASE

KYOTO: The Province of Siena certifies the Balance of emissions and of greenhouse gas absorption. The first in Europe
An innovative instrument has been presented, developed by RINA S.p.A., and made available to local authorities on the way to achieving the objectives of the Kyoto Protocol

The Province of Siena takes another step forward along the road towards fulfilling the commitments established in the Kyoto Protocol. Having been the first province in Italy to obtain ISO 14001 environmental certification and one of the first to get EMAS registration, the local authority of Siena launches, in conjunction with RINA S.p.A., an innovative project at European level.

The first case in Europe of certification of the Balance of emissions and of greenhouse gas absorption in all the province was presented today, during a conference held in the “Sala San Pio” of the museum complex of Santa Maria della Scala, in the presence of the Vice President of the Senate’s Environmental Committee, Edoardo RONCHI, President of the Province of Siena, Fabio CECCHERINI, Councillor for the Environment for the Region of Tuscany, Marino ARTUSA, Councillor for Agriculture and Environment of the Province of Siena, Claudio GALLETTI, President of the Foundation Monte dei Paschi, Gabriello MANCINI, Director of the Certification and Industrial Services Division of RINA S.p.A., Domenico ANDREIS, Director of the Environmental Policy Area of the Province of Siena, Paolo CASPRINI, Professor of Chemistry at the University of Siena, Enzo TIEZZI and Professor of Applied Ecology at the Polytechnic in Torino, Alberto QUAGLINO.

The purpose of the Balance, drawn up by the Province of Siena and controlled and certified by RINA S.p.A., is to study and analyse the emission sources and gas re-absorption so as to then be able to identify the critical aspects and adopt suitable countermeasures in terms of reduction measures.

The Balance is based on a huge quantity of data, from heterogeneous sources, which necessitate subsequent processing and is concretely turned into a control panel, an “instrument panel for the environment” which makes it possible to monitor the gas flow and to programme, as a consequence, the environmental policies in order to achieve the Kyoto goal.

The territory of Siena is the first case in Europe in which this type of Balance includes a large sized area: 3821 sq. km, 36 towns with a population of 260,882 inhabitants, a wooded area of 122.157 hectares and over 4 million tourists a year.

An investigation into greenhouse gas emissions in the Province of Siena affirms that 87% of these derive from the item “energy” (fossil fuel used for heating and transport, production of electrical power), and amount to 1.9 million tons of greenhouse gases, from which 60% of gas is deducted as it is absorbed by the trees which constitute the Province’s remarkable wooded heritage.

This measurement has been made possible by instruments such as the “Torre di Lecceto”, installed by the CNR (Italian National Research Council) thanks to funding from the Region of Tuscany, an apparatus placed in the wood to measure the quantity of carbon dioxide “exchanged” between the atmosphere and the trees.

Having calculated the positive and negative items of the Balance, the result is a net emission of 3.29 tons of equivalent CO2 a year per inhabitant. The provincial authorities will concentrate their efforts on reducing this amount, identified thanks to the balance instrument, through the following steps:

· increase renewable sources, 

· improve energy efficiency in buildings,

· reduce consumption of fossil fuels for transportation,

· study suitable crops for the development of biofuels,

· exploitation of biomass,

· improved waste management,

· conservation of the environmental woodland heritage.

Some projects promoted by the provincial authorities are already producing results, as for example the “Clean and Safe Boilers Project” which involved, last year, the inspection, together with the Municipality of Siena, of almost 70,000 boilers for domestic heating (80% of the total) or action taken by the Provincial Agency for Energy and the Environment related to checks on schools, offices, warehouses, flats and buildings in the Province to determine their energy output and to be able to programme its efficiency performance.

“We are happy and proud”, said the Provincial Councillor for the Environment Claudio GALLETTI “because thanks to this pioneering move, once again the provincial territory of Siena is at the forefront as regards environmental policies in Italy and in Europe”. “Thanks to the certification model drawn up by RINA” concluded GALLETTI “following the standards fixed by the international community, in the years to come we should be able to take many steps forward and be able to say, within a reasonable period of time, for example 2015, that we did our fair share towards meeting the Kyoto objectives ”.

“The Project undertaken by the Province of Siena, whose transparency is guaranteed by RINA S.p.A. both at the time of preparing the assessment models and during management verification” maintains Domenico ANDREIS, Director of the RINA Certification and Services Division, “represents the new frontier in the field of greenhouse gas reduction and control”. “To achieve the Kyoto objectives” concludes ANDREIS “in the immediate future it will be necessary to involve the territorial institutions and my wish is that this first project triggers off a virtuous circle and gives rise to similar initiatives in other local authorities in Italy”.
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