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PRESS RELEASE

New Technical Committee of Registro Italiano Navale appointed

News concerning winterization and approval of new Rules for commercial yachts

The new Technical Committee of Registro Italiano Navale, the body which pronounces on the classification rules applied by RINA, met on 10 June. 

The new Chairman is Umberto Masucci, appointed in view of his extensive knowledge of the shipping world and current Chairman of the Ship and Aircraft Brokers and Agents Fund (FAMA). The Chairman will be assisted by the following members: Prof. Ing. Antonio CAMPANILE, Professor of Offshore Structures, University of Napoli; Dr. Aldo COSENTINO, Director General Nature Conservation, Ministry of the Environment; Ing. Giuseppe DEMOFONTI, Senior Scientist in Mechanical Metallurgy, Materials Development Centre (CSM); Ing. Filippo GRASSIA, Chairman, Research Area for Genova of the National Research Council; Ing. Giorgio LA VALLE – CEO Marine Engineering Services (MES); Ing. Roberto MARTINOLI, Advisor Apollo Management LP; Ing. Luigi MATARAZZO, Manager, Functional design and innovation sector - FINCANTIERI S.p.A.; Captain Bruno SPANGHERO, Head of the Ship Design Office - Italian Navy General Staff.

During the above meeting, the new RINA Rules which will enter into force on 1 July 2008 and 1 January 2009 and which will be included in the 2009 edition of the above Rules were examined. 

The Rules will be available on the Internet site www.rina.org prior to their entry into force on 1 July 2008.
The regulatory innovations examined concern:

·  The Rules for the classification of ships among which the new additional notations:

· “Winterization”, for ships to be able to operate in geographical areas characterised by extremely low temperatures (generally below -30°C); 

· “MLCDESIGN” for ships having accommodation and other spaces and arrangements for the crew complying with the requirements of the Marine Labour Convention 2006;

· Updating of the Rules for the classification of yachts designed for commercial use; 

· The new Guide for the Ship Condition Assessment Programme (CAP) for yachts.

A summary of some of the new Rules examined is attached together with a list of the new Technical Committee members. 
Genova, 10 June 2008
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Rules for the classification of ships – New Additional Class Notations
The following new additional class notations have been included in the 2009 edition of the RINA Rules approved by the Technical Committee:

· AVM-IAPS (Independent alternative propulsion system) to be assigned to ships which are fitted with an independent propulsion system enabling them to maintain operating conditions with some limitations in power, speed, range and comfort, in the case of any single failure of items relative to the propulsion, including the loss of one compartment.

· BWM (Ballast water management) to be assigned to ships complying with the specific requirements of the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ship's Ballast Water and Sediments.
· FATIGUELIFE(Y) to be assigned to ships designed for a fatigue life greater than the standard value foreseen by the Rules.

· MLCDESIGN (previously issued as ILODESIGN) to be assigned to ships having crew accommodation and recreational facilities complying with the Marine Labour Convention, 2006 - Title 3, even before entry into force of the Convention scheduled for 2012. The Rules consider cabins, mess rooms, washroom facilities, sick-bays, laundries, offices, open air spaces and establish minimum requirements for heat insulation, ventilation, size, lighting, etc.
· PMA (Permanent means of access) to be assigned to cargo ships that are provided with permanent means of access complying with the specific requirements of SOLAS.

· WINTERIZATION to be assigned to ships intended to be operated in a cold climate over long periods (below -30°C). The new notation, as well as guaranteeing the requirements of structural strength and propulsion needed to navigate through ice, also guarantees the characteristics of design, plants and appliances to enable the ship to operate safely and continuously at very low temperatures.
A necessary condition to obtain the 'WINTERIZATION' notation is compliance with the requirements of either the POLAR CLASS or ICE CLASS notation and, in view of the environmental sensitivity of the Arctic zone, of the GREEN STAR 3 DESIGN notation.
Updating of the Rules for the classification of yachts designed for commercial use

The Rules (published in 2005 as “Rules for the Classification of Charter Yachts”) apply to yachts designed for commercial use, with a steel, light alloy, composite material or wooden hull, length overall not less than 24m, which don’t carry cargo or more than 12 passengers.

The 2009 edition will contain a complete revision of the text including the introduction of:

-
the possibility to assign, at the request of interested parties, apart from the service notation Ych (specifically for yachts used for commercial purposes), also the Ych notation (NO PAX) to yachts which, though meeting the requirements of the Rules, are not used for commercial purposes

-
annual hull and machinery surveys while intermediate surveys are limited to hull checks and are carried out starting from the second period of class

-
the new additional class notations DMS, EFP and PMS, to be assigned respectively to yachts which meet specific damage stability, fire protection and planned machinery maintenance requirements

-
new requirements related to the arrangement of shell doors, sizing of the rudder stock and blade, hull watertight integrity and testing of windows

-
new criteria for the acceptance of piping in non metallic material, differentiated according to the type of service and where it is located.

New Guide for the Ship Condition Assessment Programme (CAP) for yachts

The new guide contains the requirements applicable to yachts, whether for private or commercial use, for the purpose of assessing the state of conservation and efficiency of the hull, structures, machinery, plants and internal fixed furnishings.

The condition assessment of the yacht covers, at the request of the interested parties, the following three different survey levels involving:

1.
in-water assessment;

2.
in-water assessment and dry-docking survey;

3.
in-water assessment, dry-docking survey and sea trials.

The checks include:

•
the yacht’s documents (Class certificate or other certificate, etc.);

•
the hull and structures;

•
machinery and plants;

•
internal fixed furnishings.

On the basis of the outcome of the checks made, the yacht is assigned an assessment index which will be indicated on the certificate issued by RINA.

For any further information please contact:

Mr Marcello Lucentini

Head of Normative Affairs Section

email: marcello.lucentini@rina.org

