
Energy matters. All our societies 
are caught in an energy paradox. 
On one hand it is urgent to reduce 
carbon emissions, air pollution and 
spending on energy. On the other 
a recovering world economy and 
global aspirations for higher living 
standards create more demand 
for energy. So we need to make it 
more efficiently. We need to use it 
more efficiently. And we need to 
diversify our sources.

To be more efficient every industry 
has to know how it is using energy, 
and to be able to measure 
improvements. To diversify our 
energy sources we need to use 
technologies in new ways. And to 
make energy more efficiently power 
companies must have the tools to 
measure what they are doing, and 
the means to show the world how 
they are improving.

RINA is a key part of all these 
processes to harness and improve 
energy sourcing, generation 
and usage. There are a lot of 
challenges facing the world as we 
look forward to the New Year. But 
none as important as how we deal 
with energy. 

Happy New Year

ugo.salerno@rina.org

Over the next decade every economy in 
the world is going to face the challenge 
of managing its energy supplies. While 
citizens and industry will have to learn to 
use energy more wisely, overall the world 
will need more energy. 

At the same time the world wants to 
cut air pollution and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, both of which are driven 
to a signi®cant degree by energy usage. 
And no-one wants the lights to go out, so 
energy security is also a key issue. What's 
the answer?

There isn't one. But there are lots of 
smaller answers which, brought together 
and properly organised, will go a long way 
to keeping the world turning. We must 
make more of our power from renewables. 
We need more nuclear power plants. We 
need new carbon and exhaust-cleaning 
technology for coal-®red power stations. 
And we must import and distribute more 
natural gas.

We need to use energy wisely, by improving 
the ef®ciency of vehicles, factories, of®ces 
and housing. Owners and operators must 
have a standard against which they can 
measure themselves, and a clear 
economic incentive to improve.

Certi®cation, veri®cation and expert 
consulting ®rms like RINA have a major 
role to play in helping society develop 
each of the small energy answers and knit 
them together into a global solution. 

Offshore wind farms and offshore LNG 
terminals draw on similar expertise, and 

RINA is active in both ®elds, helping one 
learn from the other. Quality control and 
veri®cation is all important for safety in 
building and operating nuclear plants, and 
again RINA is active there, working with 
Ansaldo Nucleare to build new power plants.

Our engineers are busy providing 
support for new clean coal plants, and 
our certi®cation division is ensuring the 
quality of large scale photovoltaic panels, 
while our engineers are providing 
feasibility studies for developing solar 
energy parks. 

At sea our Green Plus scheme encourages 
owners to build energy saving into new 
vessels, and gives them an index to 
demonstrate how they have invested. 
As most of the world's trade moves by 
sea, saving energy there is crucial, and 
our Green Energy scheme focuses on 
operational savings for ships.

Ashore our focus is on providing plant 
and building system energy diagnosis and 
environmental certi®cation. We help 
developers build and operate more ef®cient 
buildings. And overarching all that, the 
greenhouse gas certi®cation schemes we 
verify under the UN Clean Development 
Mechanism give major ®rms the economic 
incentive to improve energy use. 

Energy is our big challenge, and RINA has 
some powerful solutions.

ugo.salerno@rina.org
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The story of Fujian-based JIMEIHUA 
Shipping Co. Ltd. (JMH) is the story of 
expanding private shipping in China. 
A story of energy, experience and 
commitment. Founded in 2000 by its 
current President, Gao Yang Song, with 
one 5,000 dwt vessel, it has grown today 
to have a modern ¯eet of 8 ocean going 
bulkers. ªToday our ¯eet totals over 
450,000 dwt, including 2 capesizes, 
two panamaxes, three 38,000 dwt bulk 
carriers and one 26,000 dwt bulker,º 
explains Gao. ªWe are now looking at 
expanding the ¯eet further and we are 
negotiating for the purchase of 2
capesizes and 2 panamaxes. We 
are also working with a Canadian 
investment company on business 
cooperation, exploring the possibilities 
of newbuilding construction in China.º

Gao attributes the success of JMH to the 
hard work and professionalism of his staff. 
He himself is a seagoing COSCO chief 
engineer with experience of working in 
both Germany and the USA, and most of 
the management are graduates of Jimei 
University, who had been working in the 
COSCO Group with at least ®fteen years 
shipping experience.

The ®nancial crisis has had a great 
impact on the global shipping market, 
says Gao. ªA considerable number of 
Chinese owners have suffered losses 
amid the crisis. But at JMH our people 
faced up to the challenges, overcame the 
dif®culties with their strong will, courage 
and con®dence and today our business 
operation goes on smoothly. We have good 
people, one example is Captain Ye. Thanks 
to his profound academic knowledge and 
rich working experience at sea, Captain Ye 
was awarded ªthe Lifetime Contribution 
Awardº in July 2008, a special subsidy 
from the State Council for distinguished 
experts. With good people like that our 
company can grow and prosper.º

Mr Gao is Chairman of Fujian Shipowners' 
Association as well as a member of 
Fujian Municipal People's Congress and 
Chairman of RINA's Chinese shipping 
advisory committee. ªIt was a great 
honour for me personally and for JMH as a 
company to be elected chairman of RINA's 
advisory group here in China,º says Gao. 
ªFrom the beginning the whole company 
realised that working with an international 
classi®cation society is of vital signi®cance 
to the safe operation and healthy 
development of a private shipping company. 
We greatly appreciate RINA's advantages 
in terms of well-organized management 
and customer-oriented services. RINA has 
a team of employees with a high sense 
of responsibility and solution-providing 
attitude. Besides giving professional 
instructions to their clients, RINA 
surveyors help owners out of dif®culties 
with practical solutions. That is why we 
have committed that RINA will be JMH's 
®rst choice among classi®cation societies 
for our future development.º 

In October 2009 the world's ®rst offshore 
Gravity Based Structure for unloading, 
storing and regasifying Lique®ed Natural 
Gas (LNG) began operations in the 
Adriatic Sea. Scott Miller, managing 
director of Adriatic LNG, says, ªOur start 
up marked a milestone in Italian energy 
history and a proud day for our company 
and all the contributors. Now we will 
certainly have many new and equally 
challenging objectives, such as 
maintaining the full operating capacity of 
the terminal and managing the ongoing 
process to allocate any available capacity. 
I am con®dent that working together with 
a strong emphasis on safety we will also 
be successful in this new goal to reliably 
deliver new energy for Italy. At the same 
time we want to continue to be an 
integral part of the community that hosts 

our operations. We are striving to promote 
and support local initiatives that are 
important to the people and the territory 
and develop a concrete dialogue with the 
authorities as part of our commitment to 
be a responsible corporate citizen.º

Terminale GNL Adriatico Srl, commonly 
known as Adriatic LNG, is the company 
that designed, built and operates the LNG 
Terminal located offshore Italy, in the
northern Adriatic Sea. The joint-venture 
was established in 2005 by Qatar Terminal 
Ltd, ExxonMobil Italiana Gas and Edison. 
Its 8 million cu m annual capacity 
represents around 10 percent of Italy's 
entire gas consumption, so it is a major 
contribution to diversifying Italy's energy 
supplies and ensuring energy security.

The concrete ALNG Terminal was built 
in Algeciras, Spain and transported to its 
®nal location in the North Adriatic Sea 
under safety standards dictated by RINA 
for this unique operation. ªOnce at site, 
the ALNG terminal does not need to carry 
any class from a marine perspective, but 

we are subject to stringent Governmental 
tests and certi®cation that requires 
collaboration with expert marine 
consultancy services,º explains Scott. 
ªRINA is acting as the Noti®ed Body 
under the PE Directive for releasing the 
Certi®cate of Conformity of the process 
and utility systems of the Adriatic LNG 
terminal. RINA is also providing support to 
Adriatic LNG with managing government 
start up tests, in accordance with state 
concessions and authorisations. RINA has 
played a signi®cant role in supporting us and 
the local Coast Guard with developing and 
approving the Port Facility Security Plan, 
to meet the ISPS Code, and providing the 
Living Quarters Habitability Certi®cateº.
 
Scott adds, ªRINA has provided signi®cant 
value added at several steps of Adriatic 
LNG Project development, by assisting 
us in identifying applicable laws and 
standards, by addressing regulatory issues, 
helping manage agencies interfaces, and 
providing knowledge and safety standards 
for marine transportation.º 

www.adriaticlng.it
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NO BLUES FOR DENIM AUTHORITY

The global denim business is very 
competitive. Factories in Asia churn out 
around one billion items of basic denim 
clothing each year. But buyers don't just 
want basic. They want innovation, they want 
quality, and they want things quickly. 
ªBuyers want to leave buying decisions 
until as late as possible. They want to 
shorten supply lines and get new 
designs to the shops quickly,º explains 
Samy Bziou, General Director of Tunisia-
based Denim Authority. 

ªThat creates opportunities for us. We are 
focused on rapid innovation, rapid product 
development and high quality. Our 
factory is only three days away from the 
shops anywhere in Europe. That means 
the global crisis works for us, as buyers 
don't want to wait for new products to be 
shipped from Asia.º

Of course the crisis cuts both ways, which 
means for Samy that he has to focus 
on costs and ef®ciency. ªWe are in the 
quality end of the market,º he explains. 
ªBut managing costs is still crucial so 
we are reorganising our work¯ow to seek 
ef®ciency gains. But we have to do that 
in a way which retains the enthusiasm of 
our people, because we are in a business 
which depends on design, innovation and 
rapid reaction to what the market needs, 
and for all of that you need good, well 
motivated staff.º

Today Denim Authority employs 1,500 
people at a site in Ras Jebel, Tunisia. 
The plant capacity is 75,000 garments 

weekly. ªWe can produce up to 90 prototype 
garments each week. That means different 
types of wash and different ®nishes and 
patterns, and we can have them in the 
shops in days,º says Samy. 

Denim Authority has high pro®le clients 
like Lee Cooper, Tommy Hil®ger, Scotch 
& Soda, Chasin and other leading brands. 
ªBuyers from these high quality brands 
are very particular about the garments 
and very particular about how they are 
produced,º says Samy. 

ªWe have always focused on creating a 
good social environment for our people 
and treating them with respect, and we 
were able to build up this client list 
following regular and numerous audits by 
them. But last year we thought we should 
take a step towards them by formalising 
our social and working relations and 
putting in place an audited certi®cation 
which would demonstrate our high 
standards of social accountability.º

Samy asked his top buyers what standards 
Denim Authority should measure itself  
against, and who would be the best 
auditing body. ªWe were recommended 
to go for SA8000 Social Accountability 
certi®cation,º he says. 

ªAnd we were recommended RINA by 
respected people throughout the supply 
chain. It has been a very good experience. 
RINA is very professional. They looked 
very closely at everything we did, and that 
was really helpful for us. 

We got from them a clear idea of the norms 
expected, and we were able to make our 
processes more ef®cient as a result of the 
auditing process.º

Does SA8000 certi®cation help Denim 
Authority? ªFor sure,º says Samy. 
ªOur existing clients welcome it and it 
helps reduce inspection workload and 
compliance costs. And for new clients it 
opens doors and shortens the time needed 
to get down to business.º

www.denimauthority.com
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The 93,500 dwt post panamax bulk 
carrier ªBottiglieri Ambitionº was recently 
launched at the Chinese New Yangzijiang 
shipyard. The vessel is the fourth in a 
series building to RINA class for Giuseppe 
Bottiglieri Shipping Company S.p.A. The 
ceremony was attended by Ren Yuanlin, 
president of the shipyard, his wife Li 
Jun Chen as godmother, and Captain 
Emmanuele Marrone, the shipping company's 
¯eet manager. 

In addition to the ªBottiglieri Ambitionº 
the yard is due to deliver a further 
seven sister vessels by the end of 2011. 
A 176,000 dwt capesize is also on order 
to RINA class at the New Times shipyard.

mario.moretti@rina.org

BULK CARRIER ªBOTTIGLIERI AMBITIONº LAUNCHED 

RINA INDUSTRY AND ANSALDO NUCLEARE 
SIGN STRATEGIC ALLIANCE 

RINA Industry and Italian construction 
major Ansaldo Nucleare have formed a 
strategic alliance to integrate services 
related to the design, construction, start-
up and revamping of nuclear plants ± 
provided by Ansaldo ± with those of 
supplier quali®cation, quality control, 
quality assurance, inspection, expediting 
and quality management of these plants ± 
provided by RINA. 

The partnership covers nuclear projects 
in Italy and projects abroad managed by 
Italian companies or controlled by Italian 
groups. 

Ansaldo and RINA are already working 
together on the project to double the 
number of nuclear power reactors at the 
Mochovce plant in Slovakia. 

nathalie.ravano@rina.org 

INTERNATIONAL FFP ACCREDITATION FOR FIORE GIUSTO 

RINA has been awarded international 
FPP accreditation for the FIORE GIUSTO 
certi®cation scheme. The scheme has 
been drawn up by the association of 
the same name which brings together 
¯oriculturists, traders and unions, with 
assistance from RINA, to promote the 
production of sustainable Italian ¯owers 
and plants. FIORE GIUSTO certi®cation 
and the FFP label provide a product 
traceability system and guarantee 
consumers that the products they 

have purchased meet strict social and 
environmental requirements. The aim of 
this certi®cation is to ensure respect for 
workers' rights and safety, respect for 
the environment, reduction in the use of 
pesticides and the adoption of good 
growing practices. RINA issues FIORE 
GIUSTO certi®cates according to the 
international FFP Fair Flowers Fair Plants 
accreditation (http://www.fair¯owersfairplants.com/).
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